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We Got Diegoed!We Got Diegoed!  
VDCA	Race	Report	Season	Finale																			John	Fontanella,		contributor	

W eather wise 2018 has been a terrible year for Vintage racing.  December’s named storm Diego brought ice, wintry mix and snow to the Carolinas and Virginia and severely diminished the attendance for our annual Pig	Pickin’	and	Oyster	
Roast	at Roebling Road. Thursday, before the event for the BMW drivers school and test sessions, and Fri-day were warm and sunny.  Despite that beautiful Savannah weather, since so many entrants were worried about towing home into a blizzard, the Race Director adjusted the schedule, moving up the irst Feature races from Saturday to Friday afternoon. Because the pace car was not scheduled to arrive until Sat-urday, it was necessary to im-provise.  For the irst race of the afternoon (Group 3), the pace “car” was a Ford F-350 pickup driven by the race di-rector himself.  John Fontanel-la writes “I was in that race and can testify that it was the irst time that I have seen cars in formation most of the way around the track.  I guess that nobody wanted his or her vintage car to tangle with a pickup or maybe it was be-cause the race director was looking in his rear view mirror.  Whatever the reason, it was a clean start and the irst of many good races through the afternoon.” 

	
Group	Races	Andrew Lewis in his silver and blue ’75 Zink  D sports racer moved out front and led Group	1	for the entire time, while Andy Russell, Robert Stewart, Alan Collard and Robert Davis jockeyed for position behind him.  Russell in his MG Midget got a rocky start, falling to sixth on the irst lap while Robert Stewart’s Triumph Spit ire and Alan Collard’s ’72 Hague DSR  moved into second and third.  They were only able to hang on for two laps when Robert Davis moved into second with his 1960 Lola MK 1.  Col-lard had to retire in the 9th lap with a blown engine leaving Stewart and Davis to bat-tle for the entirety of the race un-til Davis captured second overall on the last lap followed by Stew-art in 3rd.   Mike Ennis and John Fuchs, both in Lynx Formula Vees, kept close to the leading back as they harried Russell’s Midget before he pulled away into a comfortable 4th.   Saturday’s Group 1 Feature Race started as a replay of Fri-day’s contest until Davis retired 

Lewis and Russell 

 

Fontanella followed by Hasty and Getchell 
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to the paddock after the 5th lap.  Once again Lewis romped to irst and stayed there with Stewart taking second while Ennis climbed through the ield in his FV to third followed close-ly by Peter Shadowen in the ’68 Ringwraith FV built by Harvey Templeton.  A little further back the Spit ires of Tim Slater and Burt Stein had a good run  together.    In the Group	2	All-Club-Ford	race on Friday,  Doug Meis’ ’74 Lola T340 was dogged by the ’79 Crossle 35F of Rollin Butler for the entire race.  Mark Smith in his ’80 Crossle stayed with them until he was overtaken by Scott Nettleship’s #63 in the third lap.  Nettleship and  Tom Fraelich #10 fought for position with Fraelich, also driving a Crossle, holding position in third place until Nettleship passed him for the checker.  And yes, there were a smat-tering of other makes besides the Crossles, but that marque did comprise the majority of the grid Friday.  Unfor-tunately only 5 Club Fords showed up for the Saturday Feature race.  Brian Gaffney on the pole in his Lola T342 diced with  Mark Smith’s Crossle until he dropped out in lap 10.  The inishing order was Gaffney, Nettleship, and Chris Forrer in his ’78 Tiga taking 3rd.   Fred Burke’s beautiful Cooper Monaco was on the pole for the Group	3	Friday race and held the lead for 10 laps when mechanical problems retired it to the paddock.  Dave Bondon fought his way up through the pack from 8th to take the checker in his Morgan 4x4.  Robert Davis, run-ning his Lola MK I in two groups, and leading after Burke left the ield, retired on the last lap so as not to take the checker, leaving Bondon to capture the win.  He was closely followed by the Alfa Romeos of Mark Gompels and Tom Turner, who like Bondon had come from 14th on the grid up through the pack to inish 3rd.  John Hasty’s ’59 Triumph 3A held off Gil Jackson’s 3ITA Miata to inish 4th.   
Groups	 5	 &	 7	 were decimated by the fact that the Fords formed their own group.  Malcom Ross’s Lotus 23B and Joe Liles’s Lotus 51 were the only two cars on course for the Friday race.   Bill Feaster in his ’67 Chevy Camaro led the pack for the Groups	6&8	Race on Friday until he was overtaken by the ’66 Cobra MK III of George Ralph who took the win.  Steve Lipsky’s Datsun 240Z and Doug Hagopian’s Por-sche 911 ran right together,  but Hagopian held onto third after Chris Ronson’s Corvette disappeared from the front of the ield and dropped into last place.  Blake May’s BMW tucked right in behind Lipsky, inishing only 0.610  seconds behind him for 5th.   Henry Costanzo, in his Datsun 240Z, edged out John Perry in a Porsche 914 by about 0.5 seconds.  Finally, in a battle of BMW 325s Ray Kerman inished about 0.3 seconds ahead of Skip Bryan.  Clearly, there were a lot of close races over 14 laps. Saturday afternoon’s race saw the ield thinned to 11 cars as the drivers from New Hampshire, Mary-land and North Carolina pulled out to beat the storm threat.  Feaster once again dominated the ield in the Camaro, followed by Lipsky.  Henry Constanzo’s Dat-sun 240Z was able to move up and run competitively with Lipsky’s for a inish in 3rd.   John Perry’s Porsche 

Gompels, Hasty and Turner 
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914 stuck with him but couldn’t get by.  The ield was sorted out from the start and pretty much ran in that order for the full 14 laps but one of the best races was between Bradley Steele’s Ford Falcon who finished ahead of 
David Bearden’s Porsche 911RS by only a tenth of a second.  Saturday turned cloudy as the front moved in, but the rain held off until dinner time when everyone enjoyed the traditional Pig Pickin’ and Oyster Roast provided by Papa’s Barbeque under light sprinkles.  During dinner, Ken Kleinpeter, the son of  Hugh Kleinpeter, presented an award in honor of his father to Tom Fraelich,  the driver selected by the Award Committee for his driving skills and attitude on the track.  Not a VDCA award, the inde-pendent memorial Kleinpeter Trophy is presented each year at this last Vintage race of the season.   Mike Jackson, illing in for Doug Meis, announced the winners of Friday’s Bracket Challenge Team Race to 
Team	WSTMOWWARCTRWW (“We spent the money on wine, women and race cars—the rest we wasted”).  Hank Giffen, Gil Jackson and Andrew Lewis duly took custody of their extravagant trophies.  The driver whose lap times were the closest to his prediction, only .060 seconds off, Glen Getchell, received a bottle of wine, which had been donated by Becky Labatt,  and congratulations in	absentia from Doug Meis who did make it home safely.  
Only	mad	dogs	and	Englishmen	go	out	in	the	inclement	soup!		Sunday morning’s popular Enduro was a horse of a different color than usual for VDCA.  A steady cold rain settled in on the course and course marshals as they waited for all	3	cars	who had shown up to the grid to take the green.   Intrepid drivers Peter Shadowen, Charles Tyson , and David Anderson were the only men brave enough to battle the elements.  Even our resident Englishman Tim Slater who famously will drive in any weather was conspicuously absent since his Spit ire had developed an oil ooop.   The pace lap proceeded under a debris lag for standing water at the exit of Turn 6.  Naturally, it started raining much harder as the “ ield” completed the irst lap under the green.  The steady rain became a downpour and continued the pattern of light drizzle in-terspersed with periods of heavier rain which pooled in all the corners and sheeted across the racing surface.   Shadowen went out in the car he had rented to Skip Bryan for the weekend, his own BMW 325, knicknamed “Dottie.”  Tyson was in his white Mazda Miata, and Anderson drove his ’67 red Alfa Romeo.  You may note they are all sedans—complete with roofs.  Windshield wipers were optional.  For an hour, these drivers slogged on for the sheer joy of practicing the art of racing in the rain.  The Alfa did pit early, 19 laps in.  Near the end of the hour, the wind rose to a gale out of the northwest as the front inally prepared to push through.  Shadowen’s silver BMW took the checker at 10:32.  After he climbed out of the car, he claimed that a dry line had even been beginning to appear on the racing surface, “right up until the monsoon came.”   The originally proposed Sunday schedule collapsed into a Sunday “All-comers” Race that ran under once again partially sunny skies after quiet time and lunch.  Peter Shadowen triumphed in that race too, but this time in Harvey Templeton’s Ringwraith Formula Vee.  Tim Slater’s Spit ire made it back onto the track for the 9-lap sprint race and inished second followed by Brian  MacEachern’s ’59 Austin-Healey Sprite that had a really nice run with Sam McLean’s Sprite of the same vintage, 1959.  Tyson was back out in his Miata and John Daniels brought out his Sprite for the pleasant afternoon, joined by David Bane in an Autodynamics FV, Mike Ennis in his Lynx FV and Glen Getchell in his Porsche 356.  So once again,  the 2018 racing season draws to a close, this year with more of a whimper than a bang.   Fortunately our event photographers etech	photo	were able to distribute our entrants’ complementary 2019 calendars before most left the track.  Racers being rac-ers, they’re probably already mapping out their racing  schedules for 2019 and vowing to show up at VIR in April.  Maybe this year, it won’t snow! 

Bane and Baucom in sunnier Friday racing 
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VDCA at Road Atlanta 2018   
By John Fontanella 

Racing at Road Atlanta over the Veteran’s Day weekend, 2018 with VDCA was outstanding.  Whoever is in 
charge of the weather needs to be commended.  It rained the day before and the day after, but both race days were clear 
with the sun peeking out from time to time.  It was a bit chilly early in the morning.  My British car kept telling me that 
the weather was “bracing.” 

Veteran’s Day is a great time for racing at Road Atlanta.  The cool weather increases the performance of the 
cars and three-layer suits made the driving comfortable.  It’s an excellent opportunity to remember those who have made 
sacrifices for our country.  During a quiet time, the Race Director, Mike Jackson, gave a fitting tribute to the veterans 
over the PA system.  I particularly enjoyed the bit of history that he included. 

Again, the 2-day event at RA was a lot of fun.  There were gobs of track 
time, 6 sessions in 2 days including a 1 hour Enduro.  It was also interesting be-
cause there is a lot of construction at the track.  They are getting ready to rename it 
Michelin Road Atlanta and are putting in a new tower along with other improve-
ments.  Those who have raced at the track for many years found that the missing 
tower left a hugh gap in the view across the front straight from the Main Paddock.   

This also meant that were are lot of organizational adjustments.  The Main 
Paddock is a large, flat, paved area with electricity and a good PA system, but Tim-
ing and Scoring was on one side of the track and the main racer trailer (result 
printouts, etc.) was on the other.  Fortunately, the chief of timing and scoring, Neil 
Harmon, brought a wireless Ethernet system so that the printouts magically ap-
peared in the trailer and we didn’t have to hike back and forth across the walkover 
bridge.   It was one successful adjustment after another by the powers that be.   

As usual, the Saturday evening dinner was outstanding.  It was basically an all-you-can-eat, home-cooked meal 
organized by Mary Costanzo and Ray Morgan.  Zapata Racing sponsored the food and Vince Vaccaro supplied the 
drinks.  A good time was had by all. 
Group 1  
 Group 1, consisting of Small Bore Production and Formula 
Vee cars, was relatively large with 25 cars starting the Feature Race on 
Saturday.  Thomas Grudovich won the Saturday Race in his 1960 Elva 
200 FJ.  In the Sunday Race he led most of the way but stopped two 
laps short allowing Scott Fraser to move from second (where he fin-
ished the Saturday Race) to first place.  There were a lot of cars chang-
ing position in the Feature Race.  Some of the biggest moves were Bri-
an Cotter (starting position 22 to ending position 11), Andrew McLean 
(11 to 5), Chip Haddock (25 to 18), Tim Scopes (20 to 14), Todd 
Crews (12 to 7) and Rick Fraser (14 to 9).  Needless to say, there was a 
lot of action.  It was probably the best race of the weekend.  In the  
Sunday Race David Conrad had one of the best drives starting in 10th 
position and finishing second.  Carl George and Burton Stein also had good races. 
Group 2:  Open Wheel  
Robert Burnside took first in Saturday’s Feature Race in his Winkelman WDB1 , followed by Doug Meis in his Lola 
T340 and Tom Fraelich’s Crossle CF.  Doug Meis  took first in the Sunday Race, followed by Malcom Ross’ Lotus 23B 
and again Fraelich’s Crossle.   
Group 3 
In the Mid-Bore Feature Race, Denny Wilson led from start to finish in his 1962 Lotus Super 7. However, there was a 
lot of action at the lower positions.  Harvey Parke moved into second midway through the race and stayed there to the 
finish.  Stacey Schepens, starting in fourth, moved ahead of Joey Bojalad with 3 laps to go and they finished in that or-
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der with Jack Poteet just behind.  Fred Burke drove an excellent 
race in his 1962 Cooper Monaco starting fourteenth then working 
his way through the pack to finish sixth.  Joey Bojalad had his re-
venge in the Sunday Race.  He jumped to the lead quickly and 
stayed there for the victory with Denny Wilson second and Stacey 
Schepens third.   

What is The Vintage Motorsport Council? 
The Vintage Motorsport Council (the VMC), is a coordinating body for vintage motorsports groups.  Now over 30 years old, the 
first organizational meetings were held in Denver in November of 1987, and then finalized in Chicago in January of 1988.  VMC 
Member Organizations now include thirty vintage motorsports groups, including both for-profit and non-profit vintage groups 
throughout the United States and Canada.  VDCA is proud to be a VMC supporter.   
The VMC is not a governing body.  Each Member Organization is free to make its own rules governing its events, car eligibility, car 
logbooks, competition licensing policies, etc.  While the VMC may recommend rules or procedures, Member Organizations are free 
to adopt them or not.  The primary objective and mission of the VMC is to promote the preservation of these great old cars in a  
racing format and in the environment for which many were intended, all the while emphasizing driver safety and etiquette.  The 
VMC seeks to ensure friendly wheel-to-wheel competition with vehicles faithfully prepared to their era.   
By banding together under the VMC banner, Member Organizations have obtained a high standard of insurance coverage at a  
reasonable cost, and over the years they have experienced a low loss ratio. Another benefit has been to create a National Competition 
License that can be recognized when club members desire to enter an event sanctioned by an organization other than their “home 
club.”  The VMC website includes information on how to obtain a VMC National Competition License and an application to do so. 
The VMC also maintains membership in the SFI Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization established to issue and administer 
standards for the quality assurance of specialty performance and racing equipment.  VMC and its Member Organizations are able to 
access SFI information concerning various standards, certifications and testing criteria. 
Over the years the VMC has sponsored the publication of thousands of copies of “The Ace Factor,” a primer on the art of racing, 
terminology, and theory, applied in the spirit of vintage racing.  The VMC’s website, www.the-vmc.com has even more detailed in-
formation, a list of current Officers and how to contact them, the history of the VMC, its Mission, as well as a complete listing of all 
Member Organizations with links to their respective websites. 

Groups 6 & 8  Large 
Bore Production 
Tom Cotter’s Corvette, 
hard pressed by Lee 
Buckner’s Mustang, won the Feature Race Saturday, but had to fight his way 
up through the pack from last at the end of Lap 1 to again capture the win in 
Sunday’s Race.  Gordon Slingerland’s Firebird  which had finished third on 
Saturday, held on to second behind Buckner on Sunday until  both were edged 
out by Cotter on the next to last lap for the checker once again.   
The Sports 2000’s ran as a separate group for this event and Joey Selmants 
led the pack to the checker in his Swift DB2, closely followed by Rob Sher-
wood in his Carbir and John Kramer’s Carbir.  The Sports 2’s dominated the 
Enduro on Sunday morning too.  Joey Selmants followed by Robert Hibdon’s 

 Swift and  Mark Combs’ Lola T90 led the field.  Blake May’sBMW accom-
panied by Slingerland’s Firebird and Buckner’s Mustang 

 made up the second wave of finishers 
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Electronic Communications  
I f you remember phones like these, you’re probably “old as dirt,” but technology marches on, and 

with the cost of printing and postage going up all the time, VDCA is communicating electronically 
more and relying less and less on direct paper. Be sure we have your correct e-mail address and that 
your spam filter does not have VDCA blocked. You will receive important Club communications from 
us and from MotorsportReg.com. as well as through Constant Contact.  We promise to not send you 
too much electronic mail, but we want to provide timely information about event registration and 
plans.   

Since, we are using the electronic service Constant Contact to send most of our e-mail blasts, have you noticed that  
they have a link at the bottom of every note to have your e-mail address removed from our list so that if you decide you 
do not wish to receive our e-mails you can do so.  However, following your action, their service will never again allow us 
to send to you so be careful in making such a decision. 
Be sure to notify us if you change e-mail providers and remember to update your account in MotorsportReg.  You can 
drop Mike a note at vdca@earthlink.net or call us at 561-622-7554. 
There is no need to create a new account in MSR each time you register—even if you forget your password: just log in 
with the old e-mail (ask for a password reset if you need to) and update your original account.  Christine can try to merge 
duplicate accounts, but she cannot always complete the process for you.   
In a related topic, several of you have used your new cell phones to take pictures of your medicals so that you could 
conveniently mail them to us.  Unfortunately, the low resolution and poor picture quality produces pictures that are all too 
often illegible. Please scan or photocopy your medicals if you don’t elect to send us the original, and make sure that 
folds, wrinkles, poor color resolution or other problems don’t compromise the legibility.   
Now, if you do not have an e-mail address, we will continue mailing our newsletters, but they are occasionally not timed 
well for late-breaking information.  Please let us know if you are opting out of e-mail contact or have no e-mail so that we 
know who you are. And be sure you’re not blocking us with your spam filter.  Oh, and if you move, please be sure to let 
us know of your change in mailing address too. 

A New Face at the Window 
VDCA welcomes Christine Nettleship as our new Chief Registrar and  
Membership coordinator.  Many of you already know Christine and her  
husband Scott who have been stalwart and enthusiastic supporters of VDCA 
for years.  Scott pilots a Club Ford Crossle 45F number 63, and while  
Christine has been his loyal  crew at our events, she has also been taking  
pictures to share with our members on Facebook and in various publications, 
helping Sue Slater sell VDCA gear at dinner Saturday nights, and volunteering 
in Registration at most events.  This year at VIR she announced her willing-
ness to take on more of the Registrar’s responsibilities, and she began training 
for the job in earnest in November for our race at Road Atlanta.  She made her 
debut as Event Registrar for the Finale at Roebling Road in December. 
  
There is a huge amount of behind-the-scenes effort that goes into setting up an event: wrangling driver’s credentials, 
memberships, event entries, classification, car numbers and payments.  The Registrar coordinates all entrant data for 
Technical Inspection and Timing and Scoring.  We are incredibly grateful to Christine for her willingness to shoulder 
this responsibility and to Scott in his support for her decision.  
  
Christine and Scott live in Wake Forest, North Carolina, and while Scott has retired this year, Christine still works for 
Lenovo as a Project Manager.  Her professionalism and attention to detail make her a perfect fit for this big job she has 
agreed to shoulder in her spare time. 
  
You’ll notice no change of address for submitting mail-in entries for the Wild Hare on the entry form as correspondence 
should still be sent to our Florida address, but Christine’s contact information will show up in MotorsportReg.com when 
you register on line.  Questions about your entries and membership/medicals can be directed to her at 

 
vdcachristine@gmail.com 
        (919) 426-6828 

  
We know you’ll all join us in welcoming her to the job.  



VDCA’s Seventeenth Annual Wild Hare Run   
  
PRE-REGISTRATION ENTRY:  April 5 -7, 2019 
Register on-line with MotorsportReg.com (Preferred) or use this form if you must 
Please fill out one entry for each car and addi onal driver entered 
All entrants must complete a car registration form if one is not already on file  

Driver name: _______________________________________ 
   Second driver -- must submit a separate entry form for 
approval and  tech sheet for gear.  No additional charge, but 
current membership required. 

Address: __________________________________ 
City:____________________ State:___ Zip:_______ 

Day Phone: _________________________________ 

Eve Phone:_________________________________ 

Cell:_______________________________________ 

E-mail:____________________________________ 

All drivers must be either VDCA or VRG members  
VRG Member#:_______________  Ex.Date   __________  
Current VDCA members, we know who you are 

Owner/Entrant:______________________________ 
     If different than driver 

 Car Make/Model____________________________ 

 Year: __________   Class: ___________________ 

 Displacement:____________  Color : ___________ 

 Tires. Manuf: ____________  Type: ____________ 

 Front size:______________  Wheel Width: ______ 

 Rear size:_______________  Wheel Width: ______ 

 Transponder # (required)_____________________ 

Car number requested: list three options 

1____________ 2___________ 3_____________ 

This section MUST be completed. 
Emergency contact: ____________________________________________ Phone: ____________________________   
   Will be at track (check if “yes.” And then be sure he/she is on your crew list!)  

Please check all that apply 
VDCA Membership  
3-day race entry--  
includes Enduro & The Wild Hare Run 

Send by snail mail or fax  
due by FRI March 15.  

 (on-line pre-registration closes Fri. Mar 22) 
 
Second car, same driver, different group 
At-Track Entry after Fri. Mar 22 

____extra crew $35 ea ( 2 included with entry) 

Amount paid: 

Check #: 

Rec’d by  

 

$ 75 (   ) 
$550 (   ) 

 
 

 

$250 (   ) 
$650 (   ) 
 $ 35 (   )  

 
________  

 
 ________ 

  
________  

—New Member Applicants only— 
Competition license issued by: _____________________ 
License number: ________________________________ 
License/Medical expires: __________________________ 

 
Mail entry and payment to: 
Vintage Drivers Club of America 
Attn:  Christine Nettleship, Registrar 
13505 Running Water Road 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418-7933 
919-426-6828  
vdcachristine@gmail.com  
 
Eligibility Questions:  Contact 
Mike Jackson, Race Director 
Phone 561-622-7554   FAX 561-228-0552 

vdca@earthlink.net  

List crew (2 free); minors under 12, no charge 
 
1. _____________________________________4. _________________________________($35) 
 
2. ______________________________________5. _________________________________($35)  
 
3. _________________________________($35)  6. _________________________________($35) 



Reach us at 
561-622-7554 

VDCA@earthlink.net 
Vintagedrive.com 

A Note from Your Race Director 

 

Wild Hare Run 
April 5-7, 2019 

VIR  
The Jefferson 500 

VRG at Summit Point 
May 16-19, 2019 

Hurricane in Savannah 
Roebling Road 
Sept 7-8, 2019 

Veterans Day Historics 
Road Atlanta 

Nov 9-10, 2019 
Season Finale 
Roebling Road 
Dec 13-15, 2019 

2019 
I n 2019 VDCA is changing when membership fees are due. From a model 

that has members renew throughout the year, we have aopted one fixed date 
for renewal each year: March 1st.  The VDCA Board is making this change for a 
variety of reasons, not the least of which is to hopefully lower the work load on 
our new Chief Registrar, Christine Nettleship. She is still quite actively employed 

and therefore has less time available to continually work membership renewals all year long. 
For 2019 anyone whose current expiration date is after Sept 30, 2019 will not be asked 

to renew again until March 1, 2020.  Those of us whose expiration date is before Sept 30, 
2019, will need to renew by this coming March 1, 2019.  That membership will then be good 
for all of our races in 2019 and will not expire until Feb. 29, 2020.  

I recognize that some members will feel that they have had to renew twice in one 12-
month period, but I hope you will realize that our membership fee is vastly lower than those 
of the other vintage race groups operating in the Southeast, and this is a small penalty to 
renew once a race or two early during the transition . 

You will also note that the cut-off date for a registration’s not being considered late is 
earlier than in the past.  With each passing year more of our entrants have been waiting until 
the last minute to register, and this has made the burden on the Registrar to get an event 
ready much more difficult.  The job of Registrar is THE hardest and most time consuming 
within our organization.  Even with on-line registration there is significant work to be done, 
and being VDCA’s Chief Registrar isn’t Christine’s job Monday--Friday during the last week 
before an event.  If you don’t register before the cutoff date, don’t be surprised if you do not 
appear on the entry list or end up in the wrong group or class.   

While we will be charging your credit card when you complete your on-line entries, reg-
istering a month ahead of an event will cost you no more than getting it done by the  
pre-registration deadline. VDCA’s policy has always been to fully refund entry fees, no ques-
tions asked, to those who must withdraw before an event.  As far as I know, no other vintage 
race organization does this so please help us out by not procrastinating and by registering 
as early as you can.  Alternatively, you can always choose to mail in a check.  Thanks. 
  
 


