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 Summer, 2016 Story & Photos By  Bob Spruck 
MotorMouth/south   

 

W ell, here it is the end of July 
already, and the racing year is 

half over. For those of us who race 
with The Vintage Drivers Club of 
America in the Southeast, we are at 
the midpoint of the schedule. Great 
races at Virginia International Race-
way, Summit Point, and, now, Road 
Atlanta are behind us, but we look 
forward to a weekend at PBIR, and 
most anticipated, two weekends at the 
underrated Roebling Road Raceway 
near Savannah. The best part of the 
season is ahead of us as the weather 
gets  
cooler. 

The race weekend at the fantastic 
Road Atlanta facility has always been 
one of the most appreciated, if not the 
most appreciated, races of the sched-
ule. Ray Morgan, an Atlanta area resi-
dent, businessman, multi-car vintage 
racer, and member of the VDCA 
Board worked hard for many years to 
get the club a date at Road Atlanta, 

one of the best tracks around, but one of the most expensive.  A relatively small but very 
dedicated and motivated group ran the HOTlanta Historics on July 9th and 10th, and yes, it 
was HOT in Atlanta that weekend. The majority of the drivers are from the Atlanta area or 
other parts of the Southeast so that they understand the importance of hydration and  
other means of staying as cool as possible, and fortunately no heat stroke problems were 
reported. 

The Historics is one of two two-day VDCA events, so Friday was devoted to registration 
and Tech Inspections as well as setting up paddock spaces and connecting with fellow 
drivers. Be assured that the main criteria for finding a good paddock space was wherever 
the breezes were. Consistent with VDCA’s business model, the weekend was shared with 
the local BMWCCA Chapter with great success for both parties. After a Saturday morning 
of practice for all groups, the Feature Races took place in the afternoon. 

Small displacement production cars and Formula Vs that comprised Group 1 went off 
first. John Jones in his 1967 squarebody Sprite usually dominates the class but met his 
match this weekend in the form of the 1958 MGA of Steve Konsin. It could have had 
something to do with the 1275/1600cc displacement dichotomy, but each driver tried his 
hardest The usually large contingent of FVs in this Group seemed to be on hiatus as only 
Mike Ennis (1969 Lynx B) and Dan Chesanow (1966 Venus) took up the fray. The always 
fast and reliable Ennis was bested by the always fast, but heretofore not as reliable Beau 
Gable in his 1960 Turner. Gable, the Chief of Tech for VDCA, was fast all weekend.  
Typically leaking British oil didn’t seem to affect his speed and reliability, only his paddock 
spot. Bugeye   pilots Jim Hofer, David Bearden, and first timer Andrew McLean acted like 
Formula Vees, with a nose 
to tail train in every session 
until Andy experienced mys-
terious ignition issues during 
the Sunday race. The 
Scotsman enjoyed his intro-
duction to vintage racing so 
much that he vowed to be 
back next race, his very 
supportive wife and family 
echoing that excitement. 
Group 1 Finishing order was 
Konsin, Jones, and Gable.  
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Larger displacement production cars contested in Group 3. Wayne West 
in his 1970 Porsche 911 led flag to flag but was challenged by the ever 
fast Stacey Schepens in her 1964 Morgan 4/4. Right behind her in his 
1964 Morgan 4/4 was her father, Dave Bondon until he retired on lap 7. 
Finishing order was West, Schepens, and Jack Poteet (1962 Morgan 
4/4)) who came from last on the grid to finish a well earned third. 

The largest displacement produc-
tion cars duked it out in Group 6 & 
8. Here we had a pack of swift 

Mustangs, some sports racers and S2000s, as well as the 
larger cars such as Por- sches, Tigers, MGB GT V8s, and  
others. As you would    expect, Jack Velden in his 2000 
Carbir sports racer was the fastest but, also as expected, Bob 
Woodman in his expertly driven ’74        Porsche 911, kept 
him on his toes. Wayne West in a ’75 911 gave them both 
a run for their money.  Robert Hibdon (Swift S2), Jerry 
Peters (Porsche 914/6 GT), Henry Costanza (Datsun 
240Z), and Ernie Bello (Opel Kadett GT/E) were also in 
the fray. It was Velden, Woodman, West, and Hibdon at the checkered flag. 

Saturday racing finally ended with the long awaited traditional “Gimmick Race,” this time under the Midfield Madness 
rules. The simplest of rules (he who finishes exactly in the middle of the pack wins), spawned the most complicated  
strategies and tactics. All cars were eligible, from the Bugeyes to the Porsches and Mustangs. Speed wasn’t necessarily 
an advantage – a spotter with a stopwatch and a pit wall to car radio was. Some drivers thought they had the race won 
because of counting the cars ahead and behind them. Bob Woodman had it all figured out, however, as he adjusted his 
position via four trips to the pit lane. Because of the pit lane speed limit, it seemed that he underestimated his position 
and had to catch four cars on the last lap. He certainly did, and gained the middle finishing position from Mike Ennis in a 
FV on the last turn of the last lap. Good job, Bob! 

Saturday evening, when the sun went down but the temperatures stayed up, was devoted to the VDCA Social. Jerry  
Peters offered his showroom and shop across from the track for the party. Jerry has an unbelievable collection of cars 
and automobilia in his immaculate place. Zapata Racing out of Nashville is a large and very eclectic, loosely organized 
race team, but they sure can put on a great party, as their donations provided the barbequed ribs and chicken, salads, 
cakes and pies and cold watermelon for a truly Southern feast. Thanks guys for such a wonderful gastronomic end to 
such a wonderful day of racing. 

S unday was left for more track sessions, the all comers Endurance Race, the two hour quiet time, and some more on-
track fun. Almost 30 cars of all sizes started the one hour race while the temperatures hadn’t had time to get too  

oppressive, but it was hot nevertheless, even just watching from the trackside fence. It must have been the same 
(probably much worse) aboard the race cars as there was the usual amount of passing back and forth for the first dozen 
laps or so. By mid-race we had the mandatory 5 minute pit stops, this time I am sure very welcomed. Then a bunch of 
retirements, either due to hot drivers or heat induced issues with the cars.  

The last ten laps of the 32-lap race saw very few changes in position. I imagine more than a few drivers decided to keep 
their positions and finish the race where they were. Mike Eberhardt and David Raab (or maybe it really was ringer Cody 
Ellsworth) brought their Porsche 911 from a start in 13th place to finish first. Wayne West drove his bright orange 1970 
Porsche 911 to a well deserved  
second place finish, while Robert 
Hibdon pedaled his 1986 Swift S2 to 
third. Jerry Peters did a masterful job 
in his 1970 Porsche 914/6 GT for 
fourth. Bob Woodman kept his nice 
Porsche 911 in first for half the race 
until he was inadvertently punted into 
the turn 11 bridge, fortunately with 
minor damage, but a race ender for 
sure. 

All in all, it was another great week-
end of vintage racing. Drivers were 
smiling as usual as they exited their 
cars in the paddock after their track 
sessions, happy to grab a bottle of 
cold water and either drink it or pour it 
on themselves, often both.  
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A Note from Your Race Director 

T hanks to all who attended the Road Atlanta race earlier this month for a safe 
and enjoyable weekend.   Our event was enhanced by the participation of 

the entries from the Outlaw Vintage Racing group.  These big American V8’s are 
not purist restorations, but they are great looking and sounding cars. Running in 
their own class, they mixed well with our other Group 6 entries.  We hope they 

will continue to come and support our other events when their schedules permit.  The same is 
true for the Peachtree Chapter of BMW Club Racing.  While their numbers were small, they 
are enthusiastic racers, and our races are always better with their support. 

So many people need to be thanked for making the weekend special.  Not the least of which 
is the whole Zapata crowd from the Nashville area.  Their significant financial donations al-
lowed us to have a great dinner and party on Saturday.  Once again Jerry Peters opened his 
shop and parking lot for the entire VDCA and BMW crowd.  His hospitality was great – thanks 
again, Jerry.  While we were all enjoying the track on Saturday, and for days before, that party 
was being organized with tons of physical effort expended by Mary Costanzo, Ray Morgan, 
and the entire Morgan family including his wife and daughter.  Mary worked tirelessly on the 
arrangements and fulfilling her vision of having special Atlanta summer deserts.  Since before 
our first year at Road Atlanta, Ray’s commitment to the event has been the key ingredient; he 
would drive out to Brazelton and ask track management for a date for us over and over again 
until they finally capitulated.  Understand, without Ray’s stubborn persistence, there would be 
no VDCA event at this historic track.  

And now, a plea from your Registrar about Registration on MotorsportReg.com:  If you find 
that you have forgotten your password or changed your email address, please do not create a 
new profile.  You’ll blow away all your racing history with us and other clubs that use MSR and 
you’ll have to repopulate your “garage.”  Plus your old account will not die, but hang around 
as what she has come to call a “zombie member” and cause no end of confusion.  Don’t be-
come one of the “undead.”  Just use MSR’s  “ I forgot my password” feature to access your 
info.  Once in, you can update your e-mail address and password.   


