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Spring, 2016 

By	Bill	Stoler	
M aybe	it's	the	long	winter	layoff.	Perhaps	it's	the	drive	down	RT	28	through	the	country-side	in	the	Spring,	past	the	wineries	and	craft	breweries	to	the	city	of	historic	Danville,	Virginia.	Perhaps	it’s	the	chance	to	visit	the	world	class	racing	facility	that	the	late	racer	(and	occasional	actor)	Paul	Newman	was	quoted	as	saying,	“If	there’s	a	heaven	on	earth,	it’s	VIR.”		Although	It	was	only	my	second	chance	to	attend	VDCA’s	Wild	Hare	Run,	this	springtime	vin-tage	racing	event	at	the	VIR-ginia	International	Raceway	has	become	one	of	my	favorites.	Mike	and	Sandy	Jackson	and	the	rest	of	the	VDCA	are	wonderful	hosts,	and	I’m	thrilled	that	the	Vin-tage	Racer	Group	(VRG)	shares	this	weekend	since	I	shoot	primarily	for	VRG.	The	fact	that	the	BMW	CCA	is	part	of	the	weekend	is	icing	on	the	cake!		This	event	was	also	the	kick-off	for	the	VRG	 Royale	 Racing	 Formula	 Ford	 Challenge	 series	 which	 added	 to	my	 excitement	 to	 head	south!		The	weekend	took	place	under	blue	skies	with	hardly	a	cloud	in	sight!		Friday	was	terri ic,	but	blustery	winds	made	 it	 feel	a	bit	more	 like	 late	February	on	Saturday.	 	No	worries!	Heck,	 it	was	snowing	back	home	in	PA,	so	a	little	wind	didn’t	dampen	my	spirits	or	those	of	the	vintage	racing	faithful	that	 illed	the	paddock.		This	would	be	the	15th	year	for	the	event	since	that	 irst	event	in	2002.	The	inaugural	Wild	Hare	Run	was	one	of	the	 irst	racing	events	held	after	the	facility	re-opened	in	2000	after	being	closed	for	nearly	25	years.			The	full	paddock	displayed	a	nice	variety	of	vintage	racing	treasure,	including	a	Joey	Bojalad’s	1960	Elva	Mk	VI,	 a	 1958	Chevy	powered	 “Echidna,”	 and	 Joe	Colasacco’s	 1958	Fiat	 Formula	Junior	and	a	1964	F1	#	17	Ferrari	1512.		A	few	other	interesting	works	of	automotive	art	in-cluded	Jim	Wilson’s	Ferrari	powered	F1	tribute	car,	a	1966	Cobra	Mk	III	and	a	pair	of	Lola	T	70	Coupes.		A	photographer’s	dream.	
T he	 irst	 race	 of	 the	 weekend	 Friday	evening	 was	 ac- tually	 the	 Wild	 Hare	Run,	 	 a	 pursuit	 race	 involving	 	 50	 plus	 cars,	released	 at	 speci ied	 intervals	based	on	quali-fying	 times,	 starting	 with	the	slowest	car	 irst	and	 the	 fastest	 car	 last.		After	the	 inal	car	is	released,	 the	 race	 di- rectors/of icial	 scorers	head	 to	 the	 scoring	 tower	 to	 keep	 track	 of	this	unusual	race,	 fea- turing	cars	from	all	nine	race	groups.		Kudos	to	 the	 organizers	 of	 this	race	which	requires	some	agonizing	mathematics,	utilizing	qualifying	times	to	come	up	with	a	formula,	which	in	theory,	should	result	in	all	the	cars	 inishing	in	a	NASCAR	style	pack	at	the	inish!	 	 That	 is,	 if	 every	 driver	 ran	 his/her	 qualifying	 time	 and	 lost	 no	 time	 passing	 cars.		Historically	 speaking,	 it	 is	 rare	 that	 the	 irst	 car	 to	 be	 released	 is	 still	 leading	 at	 the	 inish.	Equally	rare	is	to	have	a	huge	group	of	cars	cross	the	 inish	line	at	the	same	time.	This	year's	winner	was	Ray	Korman,	and	the	second	place	 inisher,	and	the	winner	of	the	"Bunny's	Butt”	

Photo by F&S Photography 

Wild Hare Run 2016 

Becky Labatt’s “find” of an antique wild hare 
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Award	was	Storm	Field,	piloting	his	newly	acquired	Crossle.	It	was	the	12th	year	that	Bob	Clarke	has	created	and	donated	a	special	"Bunny's	Butt"	trophy.	

T he	end	of	the	Wild	Hare	Run	marked	the	end	of	Friday's	on-track	activity,	but	the	off-track	party	was	just	getting	started	 over	 at	 Dave	 and	 Robyn	 Handy's	 place	 in	 the		Raceplex.	The	gracious	hosts	open	the	doors	of	the	Sasco	Rac-ing	Shop	and	in	addition	to	snacks	and	beverages,	a	splendid	array	 of	 vintage	 racing	 history	was	 on	 display.	 	My	 favorite	was	 the	 legendary	F1	Championship	winning	Lotus	79	F1	of	Mario	Andretti,	 undergoing	 some	detailing	and	maintenance	after	participating	in	that	wet	weekend	last	fall	at	COTA.		Alt-hough	it	was	missing	most	of	the	“iconic	black	and	gold”	John	Player	 bodywork,	 it	was	 a	 rare	 opportunity	 to	 see	 just	 how	relatively	 simple	 and	 “uncomplicated”	 (by	 today’s	 standard)	the	state	of	the	art	"seventies"	F1	cars	were.		Also	on	display	was	an	original	James	Hunt	F3	car	which	is	undergoing	a	full	restoration.	 	 A	 bare	metal	 frame	 in	 the	 back	 of	 shop	was	 a	King	 Cobra	 chassis.	 A	 slightly	 newer	 “vintage”	 piece	 on	 dis-play	was	 the	 Indy	Lights	 car	 that	Ben	Sinnott	had	 spent	 the	last	two	days	testing	at	VIR.		
R acing	by	groups	got	underway	on	Saturday	after	morn-ing	practice	and	qualifying.		
Group	1	 small	 bore	 production	 and	 Formula	 Vee:	 included	the	typical	production	entries	including	the	MG	Midgets,	Aus-tin	Healey	Sprites	and	Triumph	Spit ires.	 	The	well	prepared	1962	MG	Midget	of	 Larry	Smith	 captured	 the	 Sunday	Group	feature	over	Shea	Brown	driving	his	neat	looking	Fiat	128CS.	Richard	Jefferson	took	the	third	spot	in	his	1967	Austin	Hea-ley	Sprite.	The	 fastest	drive	of	 the	group	came	during	Satur-day's	 feature.	 Joe	Colasacco	 led	all	eight	 laps	 in	his	beautiful	1958	Stanguellini	Fiat	Formula	Jr.	using	all	850cc	to	turn	the	track	with	a	fast	lap	of	2:20.3	seconds,	over	Smith	and	Brown.	

Group	1	 included	 the	DSR’s	of	Chip	Haddock	 (1980	Legrand	MK18)	and	the	1972	NTM	MK	III	of	Doug	White.	Other	inter-esting	Group	one	cars	included	the	1959	MGA	Sebring	Coupe	of	Carl	George	and	the	1959	Jabro	MK	II	of	Paul	Wilson.		

The	Group	1	Formula	Vees	racing	 may	 have	 been	 the	very	best	of	the	weekend.	The	fastest	quali ier	among	the	FV	crowd	 was	 the	 patriotic	 looking	 #77	 1966	 Zink	 of	 Marcus	Jones	 with	 a	 lap	 of	 2:31.3	 seconds.	 Typical	 of	 the	 closely	matched	Vees,	the	racing	was	very	close	and	exciting.	Marcus	grabbed	 the	 early	 lead	 into	 turn	 one	 followed	 by	 the	 1969	Lynx	B	of	Michael	Ennis.	The	Formula	Vee	group	of	ten	stayed	in	 tight	 formation	around	 turn	 two	and	was	headed	 into	T3	(NASCAR	 turn	 numbering)	 when	 Bob	 O’Conner	 spun	 in	 his	Zink	Z-5.	 	Everyone	got	by	safely,	 	and	Bob	rejoined	the	 ield	without	incident.	As	the	race	progressed,	Charles	Jones	(1966	Zink)	and	Mike	Jackson	(1969	ShadowFax)	joined	the	race	for	the	 lead.	 This	 group	 of	 four	 swapped	 the	 lead	 all	 race	 long.	The	 white	 lag	 lap	 saw	 Charles	 Jones	 leading	 Mike	 Jackson	when	the	group	headed	around	T3	NASCAR	and	into	the	left	hook.	Marcus	 Jones	 spun	 racing	with	 Ennis	 at	 T4	 Left	Hook	and	 the	 race	 for	 the	win	would	be	decided	between	Charles	Jones	and	Mike	 Jackson.	At	 the	checkered	 lag,	Mike	 Jackson	took	the	win	by	a	slim	.13	second	margin.	

Groups	2	(Formula	Fords),	5	(Sports	Racers)	&	
7	 (S2000s)	 had	 special	 feature	 races	 on	 Sunday,	 but	shared	qualifying/practice	sessions,	and	one	feature	race.	The	Saturday	 afternoon	 race	 was	 a	 thrill	 to	 watch,	 with	 a	 split	
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start	for	the	Formula	Fords.	By	mid-race,	the	Group	5	Sports	Racers	 started	 working	 around	 the	 Fords	 without	 incident,	but	 a	 few	 of	 the	 S2000s	 ended	 up	 in	 the	 grass	 before	 the	checkered	 lag	fell.		William	Thumel	in	a	1967	Lola	T70	Coupe	took	 the	win	 over	 the	 1969	 Lola	 T70	MK3B	of	Hobart	 Bub-bert.	 The	 Chevron	 B36	 of	 Graham	 Adelman	 inished	 third.	Ben	 Sinnott	 was	 the	 best	 S2000	 inishing	 4th	 in	 his	 Lola	T90/91.	Doug	Meis	(1974	Lola	T340)	would	be	the	fastest	FF	on	Saturday	edging	out	Scott	Fairchild’s	Zink	Z-10,	 in	a	pre-view	for	Sunday’s	VRG	Royale	Racing	FF	Challenge	feature.	
Group	 3	 consisted	 of	 the	 medium	 sized	 production	 cars.	Some	 really	 nice	 cars	 run	 in	 this	 group,	 including	 Ray	Mor-gan’s	 1964	Merlyn	Mk	6	 that	was	 sporting	 a	 new	 color	 this	year.	 	 Over	 the	 winter,	 the	 Merlyn	 received	 a	 new	 coat	 of	paint,	going	back	to	the	original	colors	according	to	Ray.	Joey	Bolajad	was	 back	 again	 this	 year	with	 his	 1960	 Elva	Mk	 VI	that	made	 its	racing	debut	at	the	1961	Brands	Hatch	Boxing	Day	race,	 inishing	 irst	 in	class	and	second	to	Graham	Hill’s	

Ferrari	 Testa	 Rossa.	 The	 bunch	 of	 great	 looking	 Triumphs	were	in	this	group	including	that	beautiful	white	1961	TR3	of	Jeff	Snook.		A	pair	of	1964	Morgans	caught	my	eye	during	Fri-day	qualifying,	 but	 I	 didn’t	 realize	 at	 the	 time	 they	were	pi-loted	by	the	“father/daughter	duo”	of	Super	Dave	Bondon	and	his	 daughter	 Stacey	 Schepens.	 Ralph	 Salomon	 was	 racing	“with	 a	 roof”	 this	 weekend	 in	 a	 1969	 Ford	 Cortina.	 	 It	 was	good	to	see	Tom	Chisholm	 inally	getting	some	laps	in	his	re-cently	acquired	1962	Lotus	Super	7.	But	it	was	the	1962	ver-sion	of	the	Lotus	Super	driven	by	Denny	Wilson	that	was	fast-est	all	weekend,	setting	the	fast	time	and	capturing	the	Group	3	 feature	 on	 Saturday.	 	 Henry	 Frye	 inished	 second	 in	 his	

1968	Triumph	TR250,	edging	out	the	1964	Ginetta	G4	of	Har-ry	Gentry.		For	 those	 that	 love	 seeing	big	 cars	 tossed	around	on	a	 road	course,	Group	6	and	8	did	not	disappoint.	The	 thunder	of	big	American	Iron	mixing	it	up	with	the	big	imports	is	always	a	 favorite.	 For	 the	 fans	of	Detroit’s	Blue	Oval,	 this	 group	 in-cluded	 a	 pair	 of	 1964	 Falcons	 driven	 by	 Bradley	 Steele	 and	Bill	Feaster	along	with	the	1966	Mustang	of	Greg	Smith.	Fans	of	 the	 bowtie,	 were	 treated	 to	 the	 1963	 Corvette	 of	 Steve	Epley.	The	imports	were	led	by	the	1970	Porsche	914	of	John	Forbes	and	the	1972	model	of	the	Porsche	911	driven	by	Da-vis	Jones.	The	black	and	Red	1972	Alpha	Romeo	of	Vince	Vac-

carro	always	catches	my	eye,	 racing	with	 the	1971	Alpha	of	Roy	Crowninshield.	The	fastest	BMW	2002	during	the	week-end	was	Skip	Bryan	in	his	1972	model.	American	Iron	would	rule	 this	weekend,	 as	 the	1964	Pontiac	GTO	of	Denis	Moser	took	the	win	on	Saturday	over	the	Lotus	Super	7	of	Craig	Chi-ma.	 	 It’s	 always	 good	 to	 see	 Dr.	 Lee	 Talbot	 racing	 his	 1967	Ginetta	G4.	After	67	years	of	 racing,	he	obviously	knows	his	way	around	the	racetrack!	There	were	quite	a	few	interesting	cars	 in	 this	 group,	 including	 the	 Alan	 Tosler’s	 1966	 Lotus	Elans	and	 the	1972	Europa	of	Bob	Deslodge.	 	The	very	 rare	1958	Echidna	Special	of	Steve	Steers	was	special	treat	indeed,	as	only	 three	cars	were	ever	produced.	A	 iberglass	body	by	Devin,	mounted	on	a	1956	Chevrolet	frame	and	is	powered	by	a	339	cubic	 inch	Chevy	engine.	Despite	 its	 rather	simple	de-sign,	 it	 was	 a	 success	 and	winning	 the	 1959	 SCCA	 National	Championship	for	B	Modi ied.	
Special	races	were	 held	 on	 Sunday	 and	 started	 with	 an	Enduro	in	the	morning.	The	always	fast	and	very	competitive	S2000s	prevailed	in	this	race	and	at	VIR,	there	is	no	one	faster	than	 Ben	 Sinnott	 (91	 Lola	 T90/T91)	 and	 Dave	 Handy	 (88	Swift	DB2).	They	 inished	one-two,	and	the	Lola	T90	of	Paul	LaHaye	took	the	 third	spot.	S2000s	took	the	 top	5	spots	 fol-lowed	by	Davis	Jones	and	his	1972	Porsche	911	 inishing	6th.		At	noon,	it	was	time	for	the	VRG	Royale	Racing	FF	Challenge	Feature.		Scott	Fairchild	and	Doug	Meis	were	fast	all	weekend	and	 shared	 the	 front	 row.	When	 the	 green	waved,	 Fairchild	edged	out	Meis	into	turn	one,	leading	a	pack	that	included	the	Crossle	45F	of	Joe	Grif in	and	the	Crossle	40F	of	Bob	Bruce.		

(Continued on page 6) 
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The Tale of the Bunny’s Butt 
 
VDCA’s first Australian Pursuit race, sometimes also called a “hound and hares” race by the Brits, was 
held in 2002, but it wasn’t yet the Wild Hare Run that year.  The race was run on Saturday—just your 
usual gimmick race and something new we hadn’t tried before.  Nobody died.  Then in 2003 the calendar 
dealt us Easter weekend for the event; voilá, the gimmick race became The Wild Hare Run.   

Bob Clarke first brought his  4-cylinder PB&J Bobsy FV to The Wild 
Hare Run in 2004. Once Bob ran with the hares--I believe he might have 
been gridded on the pole that year--he was hooked.  He loved it and  
hasn’t missed a run since.    

For 2005, as a surprise, Bob fabricated his first Bunny’s Butt Trophy for 
the second place finisher—the driver who almost, but not quite caught up 
to the hare—in other words—first LOSER!  We don’t have a picture, but 
it was a rabbit mounted on a wooden plaque with tire tracks running 
across its midsection, a motif since repeated several times.  Ray Morgan 
was first to receive this dubious honor.  Both Ben Prewitt and Stan Heath 
have been second place finishers, but only Stan was privileged to earn the 
award twice since it didn’t exist the first three years.  Stan and  
Stirling Heath are our only father-son butts.  (Something about a “butt off the old butt”?) 

With no end of imagination and all in the spirit of good fun, Bob has continued to craft and donate 
awards each year.  He scours junk yards, trash bins, and discount stores to assemble his creations which 
range from inspired to sadistic.  He even springs for plaques which is more than Jackson does for the 
first place trophy.  His creations enjoy a 
place of honor in many a man (or woman) 
cave. 

2016 was Bob’s 12th year providing the Butt.  
Bob actually won the Wild Hare in 2014.  
Fortunately as the hare and not the butt, he 
didn’t have to take his own trophy home with 
him.   

This year Mike Jackson commissioned Wild 
Hare Winner patches for our current and past wild hares, but these  
second place trophies still shine in VDCA’s pantheon of awards.   

Thank you for bringing such joy to our events, Bob.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  We would like pictures of 
all of Bob’s  creations so if you were 
a recipient and have a photo you can 
send us, please forward it to Sandy 
Jackson.  And if you were the sec-
ond place finisher in 2003 or 2004, 
let us know who you are. 

 

Wild	Hare	 	 	 Bunny’s	Butt		
	 	 	 	 (2nd	place)		2002	-	Chuck	Sadek			 	 Ben	Prewitt	2003	–Bennett	French	 	 ?	2004	--Terry	Jackson	 	 ?	2005	–	Gordon	Drysdale	 	 Ray	Morgan	2006	--Larry	Smith	 	 Max	Rubin	2007	--Dennis	DeLap	 	 Charlie	Kates	2008	--David	Hughes	 	 John	Sambrook	2009	–	Bob	Wismer			 	 Nick	Chamberlain	2010	–	Bob	Anderson			 	 Mike	Ennis	2011	–	Sam	Blanton	 	 Ben	Prewitt	2012	–	Storm	Field	 	 Becky	Labatt	2013	–	Mark	Wheatley	 	 Stirling	Heath	2014	–	Bob	Clarke	 	 Stan	Heath	2015	--	James	Byers	 	 Stan	Heath	2016--	Ray	Korman	 	 Storm	Field 
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Bunny’s Butt recipients over the years, clockwise from top Left:  Nick 
Chamberlain, Stan Heath, Stirling Heath, Storm Field, Mike Ennis, 
Becky Labat, Ben Prewitt, and John Sambrook.   

Receiving their belated 
Winner Patches from L: 
 
Larry Smith 
Storm Field 
Mark Wheatley 
Bob Clarke 
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A	little	farther	back,	Scott	Nettleship	in	a	Crossle	45	battled	throughout	the	race	with	Scott’s	Dad,	Dave	Fairchild	in	his	Zink	Z-10.	As	we	witnessed	so	many	times	before	at	VIR,	a	see-saw	battle	between	Meis	and	Fairchild	ensued	all	race	long	and	it	could	have	gone	either	way,	but	this	day	it	would	be	Fairchild	edging	out	Meis	by	the	slim	margin	of	.16	seconds	and	taking	the	win	for	Club	Ford.	Taking	the	win	for	the	Historic	Ford	and	 inishing	7th	overall	was	Bernard	Bradpiece	in	his	immaculate	1972	Crossle	20F,	who	was	able	to	overtake	the	1978	Ford	Tiga	of	Chris	Forrer.	A	mid-pack	contest	involving	the	Historic	Fords	of	David	Allison	(1969	Alexis	Mk4),	Chris	Tchorzinicki	(1977	Crossle	32)	and	Stanford	Vann	(1970	Caldwell	D9)	was	exciting	to	watch.		A	few	new	comers	to	the	FF	ranks	made	their	“maiden	voyage”	at	the	challenging	track.	Storm	Field	made	his	 irst	outing	in	his	newly	acquired	1976	Crossle	30F	as	did	Tammy	Calef	in	her	1981	Ford	Gemini,	both	putting	in	good	drives	 during	 the	weekend.	 	 The	 VRG	Royale	 FF	Series	brought	back	that	old	tradition	of	awarding	“Winner’s	wreaths”	to	both	class	winners	and	was	a	 itting	 inal	touch	to	a	very	successful	inaugural	weekend	for	the	series.		The	S2000	feature	race	was	next	and	it	was	cap-tured	 by	Dave	Handy	 in	 a	 1988	 Swift	 DB2,	with	the	Lola	T90	of	Henry	Payne	IV	capturing	the	run-ner-up	 spot.	 Rounding	 out	 the	 podium	 was	 the	Lola	T90	of	Claude	Mallette.	 	 Jeff	Wright	grabbed	the	early	lead,	but	it	was	determined	that	he	had	

passed	some	cars	on	the	pace	lap,	and	he	was	penalized.		The	top	 inisher	in	the	Vintage	S2	class	was	Steve	Konsin	in	 a	 1985	 Swift	DB2.	 The	 top	 inisher	 in	 the	Historic	 S2	was	 the	 1983	March	 83S	 of	 Andrew	 and	 Harvey	 Lewis.	The	 always	 fast	 Ben	 Sinnott	 set	 the	 fast	 lap	 of	 the	 race	with	a	lap	of	1:56.72,	but	his	hope	for	a	win	were	dashed	when	the	Lola	T91/90	retired	early.		A	big	 thanks	 to	 the	VDCA	volunteers,	 the	 track	workers,	the	 staff	 of	 VIR	 and	 the	 participants	 for	 the	 efforts	 that	keep	 this	 event	 “hopping”	 year	 after	 year!	 Let’s	 get	 to-gether	next	spring	and	do	it	again!		

(Continued from page 3) 

Photo by F&S Enterprises 

Competitors in the Formula Vee Challenge 

Photo by Christine Nettleship 



 

VVVDDDCCCAAA’’’sss   HHHoootttlllaaannntttaaa   HHHiiissstttooorrriiicccsss   
July 9-10, 2016 
Please note – This is a 2-day event 
Pre-Registration ENTRY -  Mailed, FAXed or e-mailed forms due July 1st. 
Pre-Register on-line thru July 3rd at www.VDCA.Motorsportreg.com 
 Please fill out a separate entry for each car and additional driver entered 

 

Driver name: ______________________________________ 

  Second driver -- must submit a separate entry form to verify 
credentials. No additional charge, but current membership required. 

Address:____________________________________

City: __________________ State: ____ Zip:_______ 

Day Phone: _________________________________ 

Eve Phone: _________________________________ 

Cell: ______________________________________ 

E-mail: ____________________________________ 

Member #: ______________Ex. Date ____________ 

All drivers must be VDCA members 

Owner/Entrant:______________________________
     If different than driver 

 Car Make/Model: ___________________________ 

 Year: ______________ Color : ________________ 

 Displacement: _____________  Class: __________ 

 Tires. Manuf: ____________   Type: ___________ 

 Front size: ______________ Wheel Width: ______ 

 Rear size: _______________ Wheel Width: ______ 

 Car number requested: list three options 

1____________ 2___________ 3_____________ 

Transponder # (required)_____________________ 

All entrants must complete a car registration form  
if one is not already on file

Emergency contact*____________________________________________     Phone:  ________________________________   

  Will be at track (check if “yes”)                                                                *This should be a legal “next of kin” 

 
Please check all that apply 
Membership/renewal                                    $ 50  (   )  

2-Day Event Pre-Registration                  $400  (   ) 

[Second car, second group]                         $200  (   ) 

At-track entry  (after July 3rd)                        $500  (   ) 

extra crew (2 included with entry): ea              $ 30   (   ) 

Amount Due                             $_____________ 

Check #_____________

 

--non-member applicants must complete this info-- 

Competition license issued by: ________________ 

License number: ___________________________ 

Medical expires: ____________________ 

Mail entry and payment to: 

Vintage Drivers Club of America 
13505 Running Water Rd 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418-7933 
 

Questions?   Mike Jackson, Race Director 
PHONE 561-622-7554    FAX 561-228-0552 
vdca@earthlink.net 

 
List crew (2 free); minors under 12, no charge 
 
1. ______________ _________________________ 

 
2. ________________________________________ 

 

 
 
3. ____________________________________($30) 

 
4. ____________________________________($30) 

 



2016 
 

Hotlanta Historics 
Road Atlanta 

July 9 - 10 
 

Hurricane in Savannah 
Roebling Road  

Sept 10 - 11 
 

Palm Beach Classic 
 with FL Reg SCCA 

PBIR 
Nov 12 - 13 

 
Season Finale 
Roebling Road  

Dec 9 – 11 

Reach us at 
561-622-7554 

VDCA@earthlink.net 
Vintagedrive.com 

 A Note from Your Race Director I	 often	 think	 long	and	hard	 for	 a	 topic	 to	write	 about	 in	this	column--not	so	this	 time.	 	This	past	weekend	one	of	your	 Board	 of	 Directors	 members,	 Hank	 Gif in,	 was	 in-volved	in	a	wicked	race	car	crash.	 	In	a	note	to	me	after-wards	Hank	said	it	was	the	2-3	most	terrifying	seconds	of	his	life	and	I	suspect	that	takes	some	doing	for	a	man	that	retired	as	an	Admiral	in	the	US	Navy.		The	crash	was	violent	enough	to	not	only	send	him	to	the	hospital	but	also	leave	him	unconscious	for	a	few	minutes.			Hank	suffered	a	concussion	and	a	fracture	of	a	vertebrae	in	the	lumbar	area	of	his	back.		He	is	at	home	now	with	a	brace	to	wear	for	a	few	months	while	the	bone	heals.		Fortunately,	no	surgery	was	required.	But	here	is	the	message:	he	was		wearing	a	HANS	device,	and	it	may	well	have	saved	his	life.		VDCA	is	not	yet	mandating	use	of	a	head	and	neck	restraint,	but	many	organizations	already	have	done	so,	including	SCCA	a	few	years	back.		Many	of	our	members	already	use	one.	Hank	is	now	the	second	BOD	member	to	be	involved	in	a	crash	that	might	have	resulted	in	signi icant	neck	injury	or	death	were	it	not	for	using	one	of	the	available	restraint	systems.		Many	complain	about	the	cost	of	one	of	the	various	devices,	but,	no	one	said	this	sport	was	inexpensive,	 and	 we	 don’t	 complain	 about	 needing	 to	 own	 our	 seat	 belt	 systems	 or	 hel-mets….	There	is	an	old	saying	that	race	car	drivers	do	what	we	do	because	we	lack	imagination,	that	we	can’t	imagine	anything	going	wrong.		Let’s	let	Hank’s	example	bring	some	of	that	imagi-nation	back	into	focus.	


